
Centennial Public School  - March News

Message from the principal

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and the Centennial Community,

It was almost exactly a year ago today,  when we were fortunate enough to have the

Canadian Paralympic team announce the release of their new Olympic Mascot “Cody” in our

gym.  I find it ironic that today, when searching for the words to express this past year,  I

found the words of Tyler McGregor, a Canadian Para ice hockey player. He described sport as

teaching him a lot including, “THE RESILIENCE AND MINDSET TO REMAIN POSITIVE WHEN

FACED WITH ADVERSITY”.  This past year has been difficult for many. It has provided us with

challenges we never thought we would have to face. Throughout these challenges I have

witnessed many be like Tyler and choose selflessness, kindness and positivity in the face of

adversity. I have watched families offer support to one another. I have witnessed our children

embrace mask wearing, online learning, and social distancing with understanding and

compassion. I have been inspired by our educators who remain steadfast in their drive to

meet the needs of all their students regardless of the challenges in front of them.  I want to

take this opportunity to say thank you to each and everyone of you for the support you are

providing your children, our staff and our community.

Sincerely,

Your proud principal

Jenny Dewan



Upcoming March Dates:

March:

1st: Webinar Black Future Month and Our Role In It (See below for more information)

2nd: Ash Wednesday

10th: Centennial PS Staff Meeting (3:30pm)

11th: School Council Meeting (virtual, Google Meet 7pm)

15th-19th: March Break Postponed, SCHOOL IS OPEN (new date for the break April 12th-16th)

17th: St.Patrick’s Day

20th: Naw Ruz

28th: Passover (Pesach)

SCHOOL NEWS:

Black History Month



If you walk through our hallways you will see evidence of all the fantastic learning done in

February for Black History Month.  We started the month with a full school school-wide

assembly. Then, throughout the month, students have been engaging in the learning within

their classrooms. Ask your children about all the learning that has been taking place this

month. This important learning is not just done in February but throughout the school year.

Centennial Public School is a place where we celebrate together

Here at Centennial we love to Celebrate all occasions. You can see evidence of celebrations

everywhere you look. If there is a holiday or celebration you would like to share information

about please reach out to your child’s teacher(s). Through celebrating together we learn

about one another and what makes each of us special.

Winter Clothing

The weather is constantly changing from colder winter temperatures to warmer ones. Please

ensure you send your child[ren] to school dressed for the climate. Due to COVID protocols we

have less ability to lend out clothing. If you do not have appropriate winter clothing for your



child[ren] please let us know and we will support you in any way that we can.  We are also

finding children wanting to take off their jackets in warmer temperatures. Our policy is that if

children are sent to school with a jacket then they will be wearing it when they go outside.

Your support with this messaging is greatly appreciated.

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLANS

If your child has had an existing IEP (Individual Education Plan) our Learning Support Teacher

(Maria Michalopulos) will be sending you the updated term 2 IEP for parent input/review by

the end of the week. For all new IEP’s you will be receiving a draft version of the IEP for your

input by the end of the month. The IEP is a working document, if ever you have

questions/concerns pertaining to your child’s IEP please do not hesitate to reach out to Maria

or myself.  Thank you for your continued support.

OUR NEW CHROMEBOOKS HAVE ARRIVED!

An exciting update as our new Chromebooks have finally arrived. This means that every junior

class now has a class set of chromebooks to share. This purchase is made possible thanks to a

community donation and a Desjardins Grant. We are thankful to be able to share this great

news with all of you! Please make sure if chromebooks ever come home for at home learning



that we are doing what we can to keep them in great shape. Many chromebooks if broken will

not be replaced which means that we will just have less chromebooks available to our

students.  Thank you for all your support with this.

Luv 2 Groove - Dance comes to Centennial

Centennial Public School students will be Grooving with Luv 2 Groove this month; accessing a

wide range of age appropriate dances as part of our dance programming.  These virtual

lessons will help students to learn new moves and engage in a variety of new movements. Luv

2 Groove is meant to be easy to follow along for any ability.  Ask your children to showcase

their new talents at home!

GET REAL!

All of our junior students are fortunate enough to be participating in virtual Get Real

workshops this month. These workshops support Learning from the lived experiences of

young and relatable facilitators through open and honest story sharing. Building empathy,



compassion & peer support. Unlearning discrimination & harmful language. Understanding

that everyone has unique challenges in their lives, a story to share, and a chance to impact

someone else’s life for the better. Not shaming or judging others. Ask your children what they

have learned and how they can apply their knowledge to everyday life.

School Council

Our monthly School Council Meeting will take place on Thursday March 11th at 7pm.  Any/all

parents/guardians are welcome to join us. If you can make one meeting or make them all we

are happy to have you with us! To access the meeting please use the following google link:
meet.google.com/aae-ddur-uk

We hope to see you all there!

On March 1st, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., the OCDSB is pleased to present a webinar with

Dr. Clyde Ledbetter Jr., Mentorship Program Manager at Jaku Konbit. This webinar will discuss

ways in which Black youth (and their allies) can use Black Future Month to create effective

strategies to enhance the well-being (mental, physical, financial, cultural, etc.) of their local

and global community.



Students, staff, and families are invited to join us live at the Zoom link below. Advance

registration is required.

Confirming Student Attendance

To prepare for September 2021, we are asking all parents to confirm your child’s attendance

for the entire school year for either 1) in-person learning or 2) virtual learning.

On the week of March 1st, parents will receive a form from their child’s school.  Please

complete one form for each one of your children by 11:59pm on March 14, 2021. Please see

the attached resource guide to support you in your decision making.



Ottawa Public Health Updates

Parents/guardians are asked to ensure they complete the daily screener for their children

each day before sending a child to school. Please use the following link in order to complete

the screener:

https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Screenin

g-Tool-for-Students

If you are uncertain as to whether or not your child should come to school please do not

hesitate to reach out to our main office for further assistance. Thank you for all your efforts to

ensure the safety of our Centennial Community.

https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Screening-Tool-for-Students
https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Screening-Tool-for-Students


Continued COVID protocols

Thank you for your continued support with regards to helping to educate your children about

necessary COVID protocols. Every child grades 1-8 (unless with an appropriate medical

exemption letter)  must wear a mask when in school and/or out in the school yard.  If you

would please send your child to school with several masks it would be helpful as masks tend

to get dirty and wet throughout the day which requires them to be changed.  Students must

maintain appropriate distance from one another when at school. We continue to work on this

and practice lining up, providing appropriate space. This may be something that can be

practiced at home which would make it easier when coming to school and having to

remember how to socially distance effectively.


